Equestrians With Disabilities: Handler/Rider
Classifications & Safety Support

To support fairness, confidence, and safety for all competitors, the following handler
classifications apply:

Assisted Handler/Rider — Full Support

The handler/rider requires continuous or a high-level of physical or verbal support for safety,
balance, or control of the horse. An assistant remains beside the competitor at all times and
may use a second lead if required for added safety and guidance.

Assisted Handler/Rider — Limited Support

The handler/rider is able to control and present the horse independently but may receive
occasional physical or verbal assistance if required for safety or stability. An assistant
remains in close proximity to the competitor at all times.

Independent Handler/Rider

The handler/rider presents and controls the horse independently without an assistant in the
ring. Verbal encouragement from support persons outside the ring is permitted if needed.

Safety & Support Recommendation

To support safety and confidence, competitors who have high medical needs, health risks, or
who may require urgent assistance are strongly encouraged to have a support person
present during competition.

The support person may walk within the ring beside or slightly behind the competitor, or stay
close to the ring edge as needed to meet the individual competitor’s safety requirements.
Assistance may be provided if required for safety or at the direction of the judge or steward.

The safety and wellbeing of both horse and handler/rider is our highest priority.

Suggested classes:
All enquiries contact Katy from 4 Legs and Wheels - 0419 231 353

No disability is excluded, however we rely on the honesty of competitors. Ridden classes are
only for riders who do not compete in open ridden classes at shows



Led Classes

Handler classes are judged on the handlers ability to lead a horse or pony around a set
course and present to the judge. Not judged on horses conformation.

Class 1 - Best Presented Horse/Pony

Class 2 - Best Presented Handler

Class 3 - Assisted Led Handler, Full Support

Class 4 - Assisted Led Handler, Limited Support

Class 5 - Independent Led Handler

Champion & Reserve Champion Handler (from classes 3, 4 & 5)
Class 6 - Fastest Walk Led Race

Class 7 - Led Obstacle Course

Class 8 - Best Mane & Tail

Ridden classes

Competitors can either compete in the Assisted Full Support, Limited Support or
Independent classes, not both. The competitor can enter only two ridden classes in their
classification consecutively, eg Classes 9 & 10 OR Classes 11 & 12 OR Classes 13 & 14 OR
Classes 14 & 15 NOT 13 & 15.

Class 9 - Assisted Rider Full Support, Walk Only

Class 10 - Assisted Rider Full Support, Walk/Trot

Class 11 - Assisted Rider Limited Support, Walk only

Class 12 - Assisted Rider Limited Support, Walk/Trot

Class 13 - Independent Rider, Walk only

Class 14 - Independent Rider Walk/Trot

Class 15 - Independent Rider Walk/Trot/Canter

Champion and Reserve Champion rider (from classes 9 - 15)
Judged on riders ability with the horse, not judged on the horse.
If time allows to add at end of program:

Class 16 - Led or Ridden Fancy Dress
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